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Introduction   
Buxton School was built in 1833 using an endowment by a local landowner John Wright. There 
was one room and it catered for the “poor” of the village. In 1900 two more classrooms were 
added. Further building took place in 1944 and 1960 with a refurbishment being completed 
in 1990. 
 
Buxton School is a Primary school taking children in from 4-11 years. It takes children from 
the parishes of Buxton with Lammas, Little Hautbois, Brampton and the former RAF Coltishall 
(now known as Badersfield). 
 
The school has extensive grounds and is adjacent to the church on one side and the Bure 
Valley railway line on the other. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                    

Aims 
 
We are in full agreement with “The Every Child Matters” statement which states: 

 
“We believe that all children and young people have the right to be healthy, happy and 

safe; 
to be loved, valued and respected; 

and to have high aspirations for their future.” 
 
We want every child to leave our school active, healthy, emotionally mature and responsible; 
able to lead an economically independent way of life. 
 We want every child to be able to make a positive contribution to our school community. 
We will endeavour to enable each child to fulfil their potential. 
We want to encourage them to be eager to learn and become learners for life. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 3 

Our Staff 
 
Mrs Juliet Stops Headteacher  
Mrs Kelly Hall Business Manager (SLT) 
Mrs Jo Buchanan SENDCo Inclusion Manager (SLT) 
Mrs Tanya Manners Y6 Teacher Orangutans Class 
Miss Autumn Hales Y5 Teacher Gorillas Class 
Miss Ellen Worsley Y4 Teacher Rhinos Class  
Mrs Rachael Miller Y3 Teacher Elephants Class  
Mr Joshua Beale Y2 Teacher Tigers Class 
Mrs Holly White Y1 Teacher Leopards Class (maternity cover) 
Mrs Alice Poynton YR R Teacher Sea Turtles Class   
Mrs Gail Barks Higher Level Teaching Assistant 
Mr Henry Aspin Higher Level Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Polly Harker-Smith Higher Level Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Emma Spence Secretary 
Miss Becky Weir Pastoral Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Julie Pound-Scully Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Lisa Fruish  Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Clare Stannett Teaching Assistant  
Mrs Mel Williams Teaching Assistant 
Miss Sarah Mattioli Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Anna Clayphan Teaching Assistant / Outdoor Learning Lead 
Mrs Melissa Townshend Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Lyndsey Roger Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Sarah Mawby Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Kylie Squirrell Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Denise Burkey Teaching Assistant 
Miss Leigh Cubitt Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Heidi Harrison Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Valerie Breeze Senior Midday Supervisor 
Mrs Lisa Tuttle Caretaker and Cleaner 
Mrs Tara Ager Cleaner 
Mr James Francis Cook 
Mrs Priya Weripitiya Kitchen Assistant 
Mrs Amie Carter Kitchen Assistant 
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The School Day 

  
Our school day is from: 8.30am – 3.00pm 
      
Morning break is from:            10am- 10.20 am   
 
Lunchtime is:  
Year 3, 4, 5 & 6:  12pm to 1pm 
Years R, 1 & 2          11.45 – 1pm 
 
All children enter school via their designated drop off points. The school gates open at 
8.20am. Children go straight into school. It is only appropriate for parents to enter the school 
building in the morning if a prior arrangement has been made with a member of staff or 
parents need to visit the school office. 
 
The playground is supervised from 8.20am and children may be left by their parents from this 
time.  Please let us know if you are going to be late collecting your child. 
 
Organisation of Classes  
 
Sea Turtles  Reception 29 
Leopards  Year 1  28 
Tigers   Year 2  30 
Elephants  Year 3  31 
Rhinos   Year 4  29 
Gorillas  Year 5  31 
Orangutans  Year 6  24 
 
School Term / Holiday Dates 
We follow the Norfolk Schools Calendar which is available on: 
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools/term-dates-and-school-
holidays 
We also keep our website calendar up to date and ensure we give regular reminders to 
parents about school dates via our fortnightly newsletter.  
 
Communication  
Regular newsletters and general letters are sent home via e-mail. Up to date information is 
always available either from the school website or school Facebook page.  
 
The school uses Parent Pay for parents to make online payments for things such as school 
meals, trips, snacks, breakfast club, after school club, to name just a few. Consent for free 
trips and some other class trips, can also be made via Parent Pay.  
 
School Uniform 
At Buxton, we pride ourselves in being smart, well presented and ready for learning. All 
children wear school uniform when attending school, or when participating in school 
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organised events outside normal school hours. We ask children to take pride in their 
personal appearance.  

Aims and objectives  

At Buxton, we are pleased to wear a uniform that:  

• Promotes a sense of pride in our school  

• Helps to create a sense of community and belonging towards the school  

• Identifies pupils with the school  

• Supports the school’s commitment to inclusion  

• Prevents pupils from wearing ‘fashion clothes’ that could be distracting in class  

• Is practical, smart, and designed with health and safety in mind  

• Is considered to be good value for money  

Jewellery, Hair Ornaments, Make-up and Nail Varnish  

For many reasons, including safety, we do not allow children to wear jewellery, including 
necklaces and bands around wrists of any kind. The exceptions to this rule are watches and 
earring studs in pierced ears. Children are required to remove or cover any items during P.E. 
lessons to prevent them from causing injury. Please note: Teachers are not permitted to 
remove earrings. If you feel your child needs to wear studs, then these must be covered 
with a sticking plaster which you need to provide your child with.   

Hair that touches shoulders or longer MUST be fully tied back (not just hair from the 
temples), this is for both boys and girls please. The reasons for this is to both prevent the 
spread of head lice and for safety when using equipment. Hair bands, ribbons/bows and 
scrunchies should be discreet and plain to match our uniform. Hair bands should not be 
decorative.   

Make up, nail varnish and coloured lip balm is not allowed. Extreme hairstyles are not 
appropriate for school. The use of styling products should be kept to a minimum and 
children should not have decorative patterns cut into their hair or have hair coloured or 
dyed.   

Footwear     
All children are required to wear plain black shoes without logos as stated in the uniform 
list. No trainers for daily uniform please. For health and safety reasons we do not allow 
children to wear shoes with platform soles or high heels. Sandals in the summer are 
permitted but must be secure (i.e. with secure a back and top) and be plain black. Plain 
black boots in the winter are permitted, however these must be flat.  

Please Note   

Please make sure your child has the correct uniform and PE kit, that it is clean, in good 
repair and that the child’s name is visibly labelled on all items. If a parent has difficulties for 
any reason with fulfilling this request they are asked to speak confidentially to a senior 
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member of staff to discuss the issues. Parents should be assured that we will do all we can 
to help.  

The school welcomes children from all backgrounds and faith communities. If there are 
serious reasons, for example on religious grounds, why parents want their child to wear 
clothes that differ from the school uniform, we will consider such requests sympathetically. 
If any parent would like to request an exception to the uniform they should contact the 
Headteacher.  

  

School Uniform List  

Buxton Primary school uniform consists of:  

• Navy jumpers or cardigans, with or without school logo or navy fleece with school 

logo  

• Plain white or pale blue polo t-shirt or shirt with collar  

• Black, grey or navy shorts, trousers or skirts/pinafore dresses  

• Blue checked summer dresses or jumpsuits   

• Plain white, navy, grey or black socks (not over the knee) or plain navy, grey or black 

tights  

Please note: skirts should be an appropriate length and of a style which allows sitting 
comfortably on the floor and doing practical activities. When shorts are worn, they should also 
be of an appropriate length. Jumpers and cardigans must be navy and not black. Cardigans 
must be worn appropriately (not hanging off shoulders).  

  

PE Kit  

On PE days, children will be required to come into school wearing their PE kit. You will be 
notified at the beginning of the term which days these are. The PE kit worn must include:   

• Navy or black PE shorts (long shorts please, length to be at least mid-thigh)  

• Navy or black ‘skorts’ (skirt/short combined)  

• Plain white PE t-shirt (long bodied, not cropped)  

• A pair of trainers – velcro fastenings for those children who can’t yet tie laces please    

• Navy or black jogging bottoms (no leggings please)   

• Plain navy or black hoodie or jumper  

Please note: Please supply your child with proper sports trainers and not plimsolls. Trainers 
must be standard in construction, and not ‘fashion’ items e.g. no deep soles or sprung soles 
or overly bright colours please.   
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For everyday wear, sweatshirts/fleeces and other items of uniform with the embroidered 
school logo are available to order online directly from our school approved  
supplier: https://www.schooltrends.co.uk/uniform/BuxtonPrimarySchoolNR105EZ  

  

You are also able to purchase plain uniform without the school logo from supermarkets or 
similar.  
      

We ask that Reception and Year 1 children please have a school book bag and not a 
backpack. These are available to purchase from School Trends.   
  

Wellies and a warm waterproof coat (one you do not mind getting a little muddy!) are 
needed for Forest School sessions.  
  

** Please ensure all uniform is named **  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Lunches 
All children in Years Reception, 1 and 2 are given a free school meal daily.  The children choose 
what they would like each morning when we complete the register. If you would like to select 
your child’s meals for them, then please email this through to the school office on a Monday 
morning for the forthcoming week.  Your child will choose to order from school either a hot 
dinner (choice of meal of the day, vegetarian or jacket potato with choice of filling / tomato 
pasta) or select the school packed lunch option. The cost of a meal is currently £2.75 per day 
– for pupils in years 3, 4, 5 and 6.   Payment for the chosen week’s meals should be made via 
Parent Pay. A copy of the menu can be obtained from the school office, they are also available 
on the school website.  
 
We are a Healthy School – ensuring all snacks, lunches and lunch boxes are healthy containing 
foods that support a balanced diet.  We do not permit, fizzy drinks, sweets or chocolate in 
school, unless there is a special event or celebration. 
We are also a nut and sesame free school. Please see our policy available on the school 
website for details on this. 
 
Assemblies 
Every week we have a Celebration Assembly where our ‘Stars of the Week’ are chosen and 
awarded with a Headteacher Certificate/ Sticker. We also have weekly PSHE & Growth Mind-
Set promoting assemblies. Classes also hold their own assemblies to which parents/carers of 
the children in the class are invited to attend.  The children also enjoy ‘Open the Book 
assemblies led by the Church. 
 

https://www.schooltrends.co.uk/uniform/BuxtonPrimarySchoolNR105EZ
https://www.schooltrends.co.uk/uniform/BuxtonPrimarySchoolNR105EZ
https://www.schooltrends.co.uk/uniform/BuxtonPrimarySchoolNR105EZ
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Pupil Absence 
Please remember to telephone school before 9am if your child is unwell – you need to phone 
on EACH DAY OF ABSENCE please. Also please telephone the school office if your child is going 
to be late – and let us know their lunch arrangements. 
We will continue to use the Norfolk County Council recommended ‘Request for leave of 
absence’ form. This must be completed whenever you plan to take your child out of school. 
These detail the occasions we can authorise an absence, other than for illness.  Going on a 
regular family holiday in term time is not one of these occasions, so can we please ask you to 
remember to book holidays out of term time.  If you take your child out of school during term 
time for an unauthorised activity, please be aware you may be fined.  It is a parents statutory 
obligation to ensure their child attends school regularly. Obviously sometimes there are 
exceptional circumstances – in these situations the absence can be authorised.   
 
Reports 
Each child will receive an annual report in the summer term.  This reports on your child’s 
progress made throughout the year in all the national curriculum subjects.  You will be 
informed whether your child is working at, below or above age related expectations.  You will 
also be provided with your child’s annual attendance report. 
 
Assessment 
We use continuous teacher assessment, informal & formal testing and optional national 
testing to assess the progress that children make as they move through the school.  This 
information is always shared with parents/carers.   We set challenging targets for children to 
reach, as well as identifying the support that children need during their school life.   

Parent/Carer Consultations  

Consultation Evenings are held regularly during the school year. Convenient times are 
arranged after school, usually between 3.30 pm and 7.00 pm on a particular day. Written 
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reports are sent home towards the end of the academic year detailing your child’s progress. 
You are invited to comment on this report and to discuss the report with the class teacher. 
 
Arriving at and Leaving School  
Children should arrive and leave the school by their designated arrival and collection points.  
School gates open at 8.20am.  Children go straight into school.  
In the interest of the child’s safety, we recommend that no child should cycle to school 
without the parent’s permission and on cycles, which are roadworthy, with appropriate safety 
equipment, and after completing their cycling proficiency course.   
If you are picking up your child after school, they should be met at their designated collection 
point. 
 
Parking 
Please do not park in or at the bottom of the school drive or in the school car park.  If you are 
collecting a child for dental/medical appointments, please remember that the speed limit is 
5mph.  PLEASE TAKE GREAT CARE when driving near the school.  Cars should be parked at the 
village hall when dropping off and picking up the children at the beginning and end of the 
school day. We ask that all parents park sensitively. 
 
Money 
All payments are via Parent Pay. We are also able to accept child care vouchers – please see 
Mrs Hall for more information.  
 
Pupil Premium Grant  
If you are in receipt of: universal credit with an annual net earned income of no more than 
£7,400, income support, JSA, employment support allowance or child tax credit and an annual 
income of no more than £16,190, you are able to apply for a Pupil Premium Grant.  This is an 
annual amount given to the school to support your child’s learning.  We currently use this to 
subsidise some pupils trips, breakfast clubs, outside club subscriptions and holiday activities.  
We cannot stress enough the importance of applying for this grant – please see Mrs Hall in 
the office for further information and forms.  
 
Snack Time 
All children in school are provided with a free mid-morning fruit snack.  KS2 children can 
however purchase freshly baked biscuits as a snack for 50p a day, payment via Parent Pay. 
 
 
 
 

Jewellery, Games and Toys 

Children are encouraged to dress appropriately for school and avoid extremes of fashion, 
especially footwear that can be dangerous and/or impractical at school!  Stud earrings and 
watches are the only jewellery permitted. The school cannot take responsibility for items of 
jewellery that may be damaged or lost.   No toys or games should be brought into school 
unless requested as part of a topic.  Children are not permitted to bring mobile phones to 
school on a daily basis.  Any exception of this rule should be discussed with the Headteacher. 



 10 

Parent, Teacher & Friends Association (PTFA) 
 
As a parent, once your child is registered at the school you are automatically enrolled as a 
member of our PTFA which runs a whole host of activities throughout the year and always 
welcomes more support. 
  
The PTFA seeks to raise money for the general benefit of all children in school. They have 
recently provided the school with whole school trips, forest schools playtime equipment, 
wooden teepees, iPads, additional classroom resources and extended the trim trail. They also 
heavily subsidise some of the big trips and external visitors to the school over the year. 
 

Governors  
Our school is led by a team of 10 Governors.  It is the role of the 
Governing body to ensure effective leadership of the school and it is 
charged with the responsibility of leading the school towards its stated 
aims and ensuring the success of the school. 
The Governors are responsible for the strategic management of the 

school and to work with the Education Authority and school staff to make sure that the best 
education possible is provided for your children with the resources available.  The day to day 
running of the school is the responsibility of the Headteacher. 
 
The governing body will comprise of two parent governors, one LA governor, four co-opted 
governors, one trust governor, two staff governors and the headteacher.   
Clerk to the Governors is Mrs Hall, who can be contacted through the school. 
 
Currently Chair of Governors is Lady Corder (Kathryn) who is also contactable via the school. 
 
Admissions 
As a Trust School we are responsible for our own admissions.  However, the constitution of 
the Trust states that we will follow the Norfolk County Council policy for first admission to 
school, which is as follows: 
 
Children must start statutory education full time at the beginning of the term following their 
fifth birthday. Where admission is offered prior to compulsory school age, parents may defer 
their child’s entry into school until later in that academic year. 
 
All parents of children due to be 5 years old during the academic year 1st September 2024 and 
31st August 2025 have the option to start school from September 2024.  Parents have the 
option of full or part time for their child.   
 
Parents wishing to register their child at the school should contact the Local Authority 
Admissions Team.  We are happy for you to contact us too, and we can show you around.  We 
serve the parishes of Buxton with Lammas, Little Hautbois, Brampton and Badersfield.   
 
The staff at the school work very closely with the staff at the local pre-schools.  We work hard 
to ensure that transition from one establishment to the next is as smooth as possible.  The 
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children visit the school prior to starting in September to ease the transition process, get to 
know the school and to meet their new teacher. 
 
Older children are admitted full-time on arrival in our catchment area, provided space is 
available.  Local Authority Admissions Office MUST be contacted in the first instance.  It is 
helpful if work and reports from previous schools can be brought in, to share with the teacher 
and to aid in the induction of your child in our school. 
 
If you have any queries about the admissions process please contact Norfolk County Council 
Admissions Team. 
 
Transfer to High School 
We are part of the Aylsham cluster of schools and a full member of the Aylsham Cluster Co-
operative Trust. The majority of our children transfer to Aylsham High School at the end of 
Key Stage 2 (Year 6). It is a co-educational, comprehensive school about 4 miles away from 
the village.   
 

Curriculum 
The National Curriculum changed from September 2014.  All subject leaders/teachers are fully 
familiar with the requirements in terms of provision and achievement.    We always teach in 
a cross curricular way, making strong links between subjects to ensure learning is as fun and 
engaging as possible. We aspire for all children to achieve as well as they can through active 
and engaging lessons. The full requirements of the New Curriculum will be met, ensuring 
children begin their learning from their own starting points.  A full curriculum statement can 
be found on our school website. 
 

                     
 
Mathematics 
Maths is taught on a daily basis and follows the structure and objectives outlined in the 
National Curriculum.  We aim to ensure that all our pupils are confident with all aspects of 
maths.  Significant importance is placed on developing the ability to use maths in everyday 
situations, so Maths is taught in context wherever possible. Children are taught to use and 
apply mental and practical strategies to solve problems that they may face in day-to-day life.  
We aim to make maths as practical and fun as possible, using it in other areas of the 
curriculum as appropriate; especially in Computing. We use many different supplementary 
materials to support our teaching. 
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English 
The National Curriculum for English has been organised to provide a whole school progression 
for the development of skills, knowledge and understanding, especially in Grammar, Spelling 
and Punctuation.  In daily lessons children are taught skills in reading and writing through a 
range of planned activities. Differentiated activities support the less able and extend the more 
able pupils.  Skills and techniques are demonstrated and shared by the teacher through role 
modelling, shared class work, group and individual activities.  Regular guided group work in 
reading and writing is led by the teacher, or another adult in the classroom.  The school has a 
good range of fiction and non-fiction books in each classroom and a well-resourced library in 
school.  Children are encouraged to apply their reading and writing skills across the 
curriculum. 
  
Speaking and listening skills are taught through circle time activities and developed across the 
curriculum.  Children have many opportunities to perform and present in front of audiences 
of varying sizes.  Great emphasis is placed on speaking and listening in early years to ensure 
children develop these key skills on which future learning and development will be based.  
 
Science 
The school policy emphasises that science is for all children.  Essentially it is about exploring, 
investigating and discovering things to gain knowledge and understanding about the world 
we live in.  Science remains a core subject within the National Curriculum. We aim to provide 
children with the skills needed to investigate and explore ideas independently.  All scientific 
learning occurs through direct teaching, class discussion, using reference books and internet, 
handling artefacts and materials, exploring phenomena, predicting and questioning results 
and predictions.  As science is such a practical subject it is taught using a hands-on approach 
wherever possible.  Consequently we have built up a full range of equipment and resources 
for children to use.  Whenever possible science is taught through topics or themes which 
make the activities more meaningful.  As children grow older they are taught through discrete 
topics within class lessons.  Topics and themes are provided for children to apply their 
discretely taught scientific skills. 
 
Forest Schools / Outdoor Learning 
The philosophy of Forest Schools is to encourage and inspire individuals of any age through 
positive outdoor experiences. By participating in engaging, motivating and achievable tasks 
and activities in a woodland environment each participant has an opportunity to develop 
intrinsic motivation, sound emotional and social skills. These, through self-awareness, can be 
developed to reach personal potential.  Children need time to thoroughly explore their 
thoughts, feelings and relationships.  This time and reflective practice, develops an 
understanding of the world, the environment and everything within it through the use of 
emotions, imagination and senses.  The school employs a qualified Forest School Leader. 
More information on Forest Schools is provided on our website. 
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Design and Technology (DT) 
All children are given the opportunity to solve problems and to design, make and evaluate 
products in accordance with the National Curriculum.  Children are taught to use different 
tools, techniques and materials throughout the school.  DT is taught as an integral subject 
relating to the class theme. The skills taught include:  designing and making models, using 
construction kits, sewing, and sometimes cooking and woodwork.  Forest Schools provides 
many opportunities to develop children’s DT skills. 
 
Computing 
 Children are encouraged to develop the skills required to use Computing throughout the 
curriculum.  Children have access to a wide range of equipment including IPads, desktop 
computers and laptops and are able to access all key elements of the curriculum including 
coding and using Microsoft Office. The New Curriculum has a greater emphasis on children 
being able to understand how technology works.  We are taking a cluster approach to 
ensuring our children fully understand, can manipulate and use technology effectively. 
  
History 
Children begin to learn about the past by finding out about everyday life through pictures, 
books, artefacts, and talking to people.  As their understanding develops, they investigate 
ways of life beyond living memory, and begin to gain a sense of chronology.  Following the 
National Curriculum and using a topic approach, the children learn about times and people as 
diverse as the Ancient Egyptians, Aztecs, Romans, the Victorians and key people and events 
in British history. Visits to historical sites, buildings, and the use of museum artefacts are vital 
in bringing this important subject to life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Geography 
Geography begins by helping the children to develop an awareness of their own immediate 
surroundings, and finding out what it is like.  Gradually, the children are introduced to the 
world that extends beyond their own locality, at the same time learning important skills such 
as map reading and knowing how to describe the landscape. Themes like “rivers” and 
“weather” are studied alongside contrasting places, both in Britain and abroad.  Local field 
trips support and enhance this work.   
 
Geography also has an environmental aspect to it.  All children learn about how to care for 
and preserve their environment.  This aspect of Geography links really well with children’s 
learning in Forest Schools. 
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Art and Design (Art) 
We are an exceptionally creative school and have been awarded the Bronze National 
Artsmark Award as recognition of our commitment to the Arts.  Children are given the 
opportunity to study a variety of artists and their work.  Looking at the work of artists, craft 
workers and designers helps children make artistic judgements about the quality and 
usefulness of their creation.  Children handle a wide range of tools and materials with 
increasing skill in order to express themselves as they develop abilities in arts and crafts.  They 
are encouraged to appreciate beauty in art and in nature, wherever it is found.  Most art is 
taught through the class theme or topic.  Skills are discretely taught using a range of media 
and then opportunities given to apply these skills. 
 
Music 
Children take part in a range of musical experiences and activities, singing, playing 
instruments, composing and listening to music.  We currently fund a specialist music 
instructor to teach KS2 children samba each week. These sessions promote children’s 
understanding of listening, following instructions, timing, rhythm and beat.  In KS1/Rec 
children learn a range of songs and actions and develop an appreciation of different musical 
genres.  
Children have the chance to perform through class assemblies, and other whole school and 
key stage performances.  
We are a committed ‘Singing School’.  Our children learn a range of songs which they sing 
with enthusiasm and skill. 
 
Physical Education (PE) 
We ensure all children have access to a minimum of 2 hours PE/Sport a week.  We are 
committed to developing children’s physical awareness.  Many physical activities are provided 
for the children to develop co-ordination and stamina as well as deriving enjoyment from 
games and physical movement.  The school has a tarmac netball court, our large school field 
is used seasonally for football, rounders, athletics and various other sports. The hall is also 
used for gymnastics, dance and indoor games.  Children take part in a variety of outdoor and 
indoor games and all KS2 children get the opportunity to take part in swimming sessions at a 
local pool.  As part of the cluster we take part in many interschool competitions and events.  
This helps children develop their competitive streak – and also helps develop a sense of unity 
towards their team. Children learn about the impact of exercise on their bodies, and about 
how to live an active and healthy lifestyle. We are proud to have been awarded the Gold 
Sportsmark award for 2023-24. 
 
Religious Education (RE) 
RE forms an integral part of the school curriculum and is based on Norfolk’s Agreed Syllabus.  
There is a school assembly every day when religious and moral issues are discussed within a 
broadly Christian framework laid down by the Government.  Outside speakers sometimes visit 
the school to lead assemblies and/or to talk to the children in a class setting.  Parents are 
entitled to withdraw their children from the collective worship part of any assembly, upon 
written request.  We follow an annual collective worship programme which broadly follows 
the churches liturgical year.  However, this is interspersed with multi-cultural festivals and 
assemblies relating to the whole school SEAL adapted programme.  The school has very strong 
links to the church next door, indeed the local clergy often lead our assemblies.  We also 
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celebrate certain events during the school year in church (for example, harvest festival and 
our nativity service).  
 

 
 
Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) 
 PSHE is at the heart of our curriculum.  We strive for children to happy, kind, considerate 
individuals who recognise their own and others talents and skills.  They learn the value of 
learning.  Our school partly follows the national SEAL programme for the teaching of PSHE, 
which encourages children to take an increasing responsibility for themselves and their own 
actions.  Children are taught to respect and value themselves and those around them.  Other 
themes covered in PSHE include, hygiene, emotions and feelings, lifestyle, safety of self, 
others and the environment, and growing up.  Any particular issues that may arise in the 
course of other schoolwork will be treated in that context according to the age of the child.   
 
Each class has the opportunity to experience Forest Schools/Outdoor 
Learning (see above) over the course of a year.  This encourages children 
to cooperate, communicate, compromise, explore, investigate and be 
creative and imaginative. 
 
We also include a safety week each year, during which time a range of 
visitors help the children learn how to keep themselves safe in different 
situations.  
 
Enterprise Education  
During the Autumn Term, all children are involved in making an item which will be sold at the 
Christmas Fair.  In the summer term we have an enterprise themed couple of weeks where 
the children come up with their own ideas of a product or service which they can sell at the 
July summer BBQ to see which class can make the most profit! 
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Outdoor Learning 
We have recently extended our outdoor provision to enable all children to learn about and 
through the outdoors.  Children in Sea Turtles class have the ongoing opportunity to learn 
outdoors – this supports all aspects of their development.  With the development of the 
outside area, year 1 and 2 are encouraged to learn outdoors. 
 
All classes experience Forest Schools over the course of a school year.  Our Forest Schools 
area is expanding as each year passes! 
 

Special Educational Needs & Disabilities  
Children’s abilities need to be identified, stimulated and developed through a partnership of 
parents/carers, teachers, and specialist teaching assistants and where necessary, specialist 
help. 
  
All class structures are flexible to allow small group work, 1:1 specialist teaching and individual 
programmes of learning where appropriate. 
  
We have our own dedicated Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Coordinator, 
Mrs Jo Buchanan who supports the teachers to ensure that we provide the best possible 

provision for all children by closely working with 
parents. She is supported by Mrs Barks, who 
specialises in speech and language. The school 
implements the SEN Code of Practice, liaising with 
parents/carers, the External Professionals, Pre-
school and High School SEN co-ordinators.  All 
requirements detailed as part of the New Children 
and Families Act September 2014, are fully 
implemented. 
  
The 2005 amendments to the Disability 

Discrimination Act place a duty on all public authorities when carrying out their functions to 
have due regard to the need to: 
 

• Promote equality of opportunity between disabled persons and other persons 

• Eliminate discrimination that is unlawful under the Act 

• Eliminate harassment of disabled persons that is related to their disabilities 

• Promote positive attitudes towards disabled persons 

• Encourage participation by disabled persons in public life, and 

• Take steps to take account of disabled persons disabilities even where that involves 
treating disabled persons more favourably than their non-disabled peers 

 
We ensure equality of provision for all children regardless of disability, gender or ethnic 
origin.  The school has a Single Equality Scheme to ensure equality of provision for all pupils. 
 
The school has a detailed Local Offer, which can be found on the school website.  Please see 
the school’s website for more detailed information on our SEND provision. 



 17 

Withdrawal From Lessons  

Any parents/carers may withdraw their child from sex education at school, except for that 
part which remains in the Science National Curriculum. We have developed a Relationships 
and Sex Education Policy in line with national legislations which we follow.  
Parents can withdraw their child from Collective worship. However, there is no right of 
withdrawal from School Assembly, which is distinct from Collective Worship. 
  
However, in both these instances it is hoped that parents/carers will read the relevant 
policies, discover how these subjects are taught, and then discuss their views with the 
Headteacher before taking the decision to withdraw their child from lessons. 

Pastoral Care 

  
In line with our overall aims, we strive to provide a school environment where children can 
develop into caring and responsible citizens. This is reflected in the calm, caring atmosphere 
we foster. 
  
Usually class teachers or teaching assistants and children talk problems through, this can be 
on a one to one basis, in a group or they discuss their concerns with peers.  All classes will use 
circle time to encourage children to think about and reflect on issues as they arise. 
 
For those events when a more personal approach is needed, the school funds a Pastoral 
Teaching Assistant.  Miss Weir has undergone much training related to children’s mental 
health, and consequently supports a range of children with a range of different problems – 
this can be friendship worries, to bereavement or family issues.   
Close liaison with parents/carers is important so that we can work together for the benefit of 
every child in our care.  We have an open door policy and welcome parents into school. 
 
Child Protection 
This school is committed to promoting the health and welfare of all pupils. We are required 
by law to follow procedures laid down by the Norfolk Area Child Protection Committee, if we 
see signs which suggest that one of our pupils may have been a victim of abuse. Use of the 
procedures in this way is an obligation placed on the school by legislation and in no way 
implies that any parent / carer is being accused of wrong doing.  The school has a current 
safeguarding policy, child protection policy – and related policies.  These are accessible via 
the school office or school website.   
ALL staff are currently trained in Child Protection – with four designated members of staff: 

 

                           
   Juliet Stops      Kelly Hall        Becky Weir       Jo Buchanan 
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Mrs Juliet Stops is the Senior Designated Teacher for Child Protection. 
Mrs Kelly Hall, Miss Rebecca Weir and Mrs Jo Buchanan are the additional designated staff 
members fully trained in safeguarding children. 
Mrs Maggie Heavey is the Safeguarding Governor. 
 
Mrs Juliet Stops is also the designated teacher for looked after children. 
  
Behaviour and Discipline  
We endeavour to maintain a high standard of behaviour 
through consistent, firm but kind encouragement.  We 
emphasise positive behaviour rather than punishment. 
However children are aware that there are consequences to 
unacceptable behaviour. 
  
We expect all members of our school community to 
demonstrate consideration and thoughtfulness towards 
others along with a concern for the environment in which we live.   All staff are role models 
to the children in the way they relate to each other and others. 
 
We believe discipline comes from within and aim to encourage children’s acceptance of 
responsibility for their own actions. We hope this should minimise the chances of a bullying 
situation developing. If a specific issue relating to bullying arises this is always taken seriously. 
Reported incidents are always investigated and dealt with thoroughly and sensitively by the 
appropriate teacher. These incidents are always discussed with the Headteacher. 
  
If a situation arises where a child’s behaviour is causing difficulties then parents/carers will 
be invited to come to the school to discuss it with the teacher. 
 
If it ever becomes necessary, we would follow procedures set down by the Local Authority. 
 
The school has an anti-bullying policy and behaviour policy parents are welcome to request.  
Copies are also listed on our school website. 
 
Home/School Agreement 
As detailed in DfE documentation, all schools must have a Home/School Agreement. We have 
developed our Home/School Agreement after consultation between staff, governors and 
parents.  The Agreement outlines the expectations of parents, children and school, 
encouraging all parties to work together for the benefit of your child.  You will be asked to 
sign the Agreement when your child has started school.  We sign the Agreement also, a sign 
of our commitment to encourage your child to achieve their full potential. 

Homework 

 We value curriculum support from parents/carers and often learning is shared through 
homework; this can be reading, learning tasks or perhaps simple research. Homework is set 
weekly by class teachers.   
Should you have any concerns then please see your child’s class teacher. 
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Parental Visits 

Parents are welcome to visit or contact the school on any matter.  If 
possible, it is desirable to make an appointment with staff.  
However, if the matter is one of urgency, then the Headteacher or 
a senior leader, will endeavour to see parents as soon as possible.  
We hope to help parents develop a positive role in complementing 
and supporting the work of the school in the education of their 
children. 

Parents are given opportunities to discuss their child’s progress and see 
his/her work during the year when open evenings are arranged.  If parents 
are concerned about their child, it is of course important that they arrange 
to see the teacher as soon as possible rather than wait for arranged open 
evenings.  Likewise, teachers may ask to see parents should a matter of 
concern arise. 
 
Written reports are issued for each child towards the end of the academic year. 
 
As part of our Extended Schools Provision, we actively promote Family Learning and offer a 
range of activities within school which parents are encouraged to be involved in.  Also, as part 
of the Aylsham Cluster of Schools, our parents are able to access the many varied extended 
services offered, these include training and information sessions of a range of areas.  

Parent Helpers  

We welcome parents/carers help with activities in the school (subject to DBS checks). Also 
many educational visits are only made possible with help from willing parents/carers. If you 
feel you could spare some time or have a special talent you could share we would be delighted 
to see you. 
Parents who help also benefit from seeing our school in action and working alongside the 
staff. P lease note you will need to undertake a full DBS check.  

 
Clubs 
The school runs a wide variety of clubs throughout the year. They vary termly and can take 
place either at lunchtime or after school. After school clubs run from Monday to Thursday 
daily from 3 – 4pm. Additionally we run a late club to 5.15pm on a Monday. They run for most 
of the term apart from the final week before the end of term and first full week back after an 
end of term holiday. There is a charge of £4.00 per child for 1 hour clubs, £7.00 for 2.25 hour 
clubs including a drink and snack. 
Clubs can include gardening/wildlife, theatre/singing, ICT, cooking, games, science, arts/crafts 
and a variety of sports e.g. football, rugby, hockey, tennis and netball. 
There is also an active school council and eco council, which meet on a regular basis. They 
organize a range of events including cake stalls, non-uniform days and other fundraisers. 
 
Breakfast Club 
The school also offers a daily breakfast club for which there is a daily charge of £4.50 per child.  
These sessions need to be booked in advance where possible.  They run every day the school 
is open, 7.30am – 8.30am.  
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Illness or Sickness at School 
School has only very limited facilities for dealing with unwell children and 
parents are requested to keep their child at home if unwell. In the event of a 
child having a contagious stomach bug with sickness or diarrhoea symptoms, 
they must stay off school for 48 hours from their last point of sickness or 
diarrhoea; this is to prevent the spreading of illness. The school will contact 
parents should a child become ill whilst at school.  It is vital, therefore, that 

the school has up-to-date contact telephone numbers for parents or other responsible adults.  
This also applies in the event of an accident at school when parents would be immediately 
contacted by telephone to come and collect their child.  If the school is unable to contact any 
parent, then the appropriate action in the best interest of the child will be taken by school 
staff.    
 
Medicines at School 
The administration of medicines to children is the responsibility of parents and there is no 
requirement for the Headteacher or the school staff to undertake these responsibilities.  
However, in most schools there will always be some children who need to take medicines 
during school hours.  Usually the course of treatment lasts only days but for some children 
treatment may be continuous. 
 
If, on the advice of your doctor, medicine needs to be administered to your child during the 
school day, please ensure that the medicine clearly labelled in it’s original packaging, is 
taken to the school office / given to the class teacher by a parent or guardian.  A school 
administering of medication form must be completed and signed by a parent/guardian. The 
form must be completed with details of the medication, dosage to be administered, time of 
dosage and medical details. 
 
The school also holds analgesics for emergency use, should a child become unwell.  Parents 
are ALWAYS contacted and verbal permission received before any un-prescribed medication 
is given.  Parents have stated that they highly value this facility. 
 
School Visits / Visitors  
We arrange visits to places of interest, which are relevant to the work the children are 
involved in.  We also like to invite a range of people in to work with the children e.g. artists, 
scientists, local business owners, chefs, aspirational people, theatre companies etc. 
 
Children in KS2 undertake residential visits to places such as Horstead and Whitwell.  
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Charging Policy  
 Under the terms of the 1981 Education Act the school makes no charge towards educational 
activities, materials or transport.  However, the school does not have sufficient funds to cover 
the cost of all trips and outings, and therefore must ask for voluntary contributions in order 
for these activities to take place.  Parents may be asked to pay for materials used in cooking 
and certain crafts, if they agree in advance that they wish to own the finished product. 
 
The school receives an annual amount of money under the heading of Pupil Premium.  This is 
to be used to support the educational experience of pupils from low income families.  The 
school can use this money to meet the cost of individual pupils attending a trip, attending a 
club or arranging holiday activities.  This Fund is solely dependent on parents with low 
incomes completing a ‘Free School Meals’ form.  We urge you to complete these, please do 
not be shy.  This fund is to support the development, enjoyment and achievement of your 
child – make sure you access this for them if you are able 
 
Family Support 
All families have times of trouble when changes occur resulting in upset.  We urge you to 
share these times with us – for two reasons: 
 

1. Any change at home may affect your child’s behaviour or learning at school.  If we 
know there is a problem at home, we can support your child in school. 

2. We have a range of agencies open to us to support families experiencing difficulties.  
If we know you have a problem, we can arrange for support. 

 
How You Can Help Your Child 
 

 Make sure your child attends school regularly and arrives at school on time. Please 
refrain from taking term time holidays. 

 

 Take a positive interest in your child’s school life.  Talk about their current subject 
areas, about things he/she likes to do at school and praise him/her when a new skill is 
mastered. 

 

 Share books with your child.  Tell or read your child other stories and discuss the 
events to help your child understand.  Children are learning all the time from the world 
around them.  Parents and teachers are both educators. 

 

 It is a great help if your child reads to you at home.  Encourage him/her to read their 
reading book at home and to look after it.  Please sign their reading record when you 
read with your child. 

 

 Encourage your child to be independent, to dress him/herself, fasten laces, tidy up 
and use a knife and fork.  Children are often much more capable than we think. 

 

 If you are worried about any aspect of your child’s school life, please come and see us.  
Together we will try to work out problems. 
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You are very welcome in school.  We encourage parents to talk to staff - by prior 
arrangement if possible.  We have regular parents’ evenings when you can discuss your 
child’s progress with the class teacher - the children like to see you there and so do we.  You 
will be invited to join in school celebrations and Assemblies. 
 
Details correct at date of publication (September 2024). Details may change during the year 
in question and may not apply in subsequent years.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Documentation 
The school has a range of up to date documentation which parents may find useful to refer 
to during their child’s life at Buxton.  This is always available from the school office, or from 
the school website:  www.buxtonschool.co.uk  
Also remember to check out our Facebook page too! 
 

        

http://www.buxtonschool.co.uk/
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