
Leopard NEWSLETTER  
 

Welcome to Autumn Term 2024 

 
This term’s learning 

English 
We will be looking at traditional tales, 

non-fiction texts and poetry. 
We will also be focusing on applying our 

phonic knowledge when writing and 
working on structuring sentences. 

 

Maths 
We will be working within 10. 

The children will be working on number 
formation, ordering numbers, number bonds, 

addition and subtraction. 
 

Continuous Provision 
Transition to Year 1 will be as smooth as 

possible providing lots of opportunities to 
explore and learn in our new outside area. As 
a team we are working hard to develop this 
area and provide a wide range of learning 

opportunities through play. 
 

Science 
In science, we will be learning about 

animals, including humans. 
As the weather begins to change, we will 

also be learning about the seasons, 
focussing on Autumn and Winter. 

 

RSE 
The children at Buxton will be following the 
RSE programme of study and learning about 

feelings, friendships, and safety. 
 

History 
We will be focusing on Then and Now with 
an emphasis on holidays, toys and lifestyle. 

 

Forest School 
The children will be outside developing 
their teamwork skills. They will have the 

opportunity to use the mud kitchen, 
explore the pond and use the learning 

equipment. 
 

Art 
Year 1 will be working on their drawing skills. 
We will be creating some still life pieces and 
work on adding contrast and detail. We will 

also explore the work of artist Wassily 
Kadinisky. 

 

RE 
Year 1 will be posing the question What do 
Christians believe God is like?  We will be 
sharing Bible stories and considering how 

God is represented in these stories. 
 

The above gives you an outline of what we will be learning across this term. This list is not exhaustive, and learning is adapted 
to all our children’s abilities and interests.  

Things to remember Homework 
• PE Kit- Please come into school in PE kit on Mondays and Fridays. 

• Book bags/ backpacks – the children will need to have their bag in 
school each day. Please ensure you check this daily for any ‘just to 
let you know’ notes. 

• Water bottles- please ensure your child has a named water bottle 
at school each day. 

• Forest School*- Your child will need to bring their Forest School 
things into school each Thursday. 

• *Waterproof clothing, rain boots, spare top and tracksuit bottoms, 
extra socks, a large plastic bag and as the weather gets colder 
hats and gloves.  

In year one, the children will be bringing home a 
reading book and a library book. These will be 
changed on a Friday. Library books will start on 
Friday 6th September. Reading books will start on 
Friday 13th September. 
 
This term we will be looking at reading and writing 
high frequency and tricky words in class. This will 
help prepare the children for weekly spellings which 
will start next term. I will provide more information 
regarding spelling in our Spring Newsletter. 

The Leopard Team 
Mrs White (Teacher) I am joining Buxton Primary School this year to cover Mrs Mardle while she takes maternity leave. 
Previously, I have worked in Primary schools in Norfolk, London and Tokyo. I love to travel and explore new places. I also love 
spending time outside and exploring nature with my family.  
Mrs Harrison (TA M,W,Th) is supporting in Leopard’s this year. She loves animals, reading and being outside with her family 
as much as possible. Mrs Harrison is also a qualified Dental Nurse of 13 years and has two children of her own. She is very 
excited to be working in Leopards class again this year. 
Mrs Burkey (TA): I am joining year 1 after spending last year in reception and the previous 7 years at Buxton Preschool. I grew 
up in Essex and moved to Buxton in 2015. In my spare time I love to spend time with my husband and two children and will 
most often be found on the side of a football pitch watching my boys play football.  
Mrs Townshend (TA Tu,Th,Fri): I have been working at Buxton primary school as a teaching assistant for 7 years. 
I love spending time with my husband and 3 children. Together we like to spend as much time as we can outside. We love 
walking, biking and hiking up mountains.  
Mrs Harker- Smith (HLTA Fri) When I’m not spending time with my two girls, I can often be found doing all things performing 
arts whether that’s teaching, performing or at the theatre watching shows.  I am so excited to be part of the Leopards’ class 
and get to know all the wonderful children even better! I love having fun with the children and all things creative.  
 
Should you wish to speak to me or pass on a message, I will be available at pick up Monday- Thursday, in the afternoon. If 
you’d like a more in depth conversation, please get in touch with the office and I will make arrangements to meet with you. 
Thank you, Mrs White. 

  

The information below gives an overview of life in Year 1 across this Autumn Term.  


