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NEWSLETTER Issue 12 
10th June 2025

Announcements! 
 
 It’s hard to believe that we have just over 6 weeks 
until the end of this school year. The children have had 
such a successful year so far and are enjoying all that 
summer term has to offer. We are looking forward to 
many events this half term – please keep a close eye 
on the diary to keep up-to-speed.   
 
 It has been an incredibly busy time at school for 
everyone and, as you are all aware, we have now 
heard from the Governing Body to advise of what will 
be happening at school from September. If you have 
not seen the letter that was sent out on Monday, 
please make sure you check your emails and if you 
don’t have it, get in contact.  
 
 Part of preparations for next year involved some 
recent recruitment. Firstly, as part of the school’s drive 
to increase income, I have this year qualified as an 
Ofsted Inspector. This role means that throughout the 
year there will be times I will be out of school. The 
income generated in this role enables the school to 
regain its full capacity, after three years, in having a 
Deputy Headteacher whilst also still generating further 
revenue for the school.  
 
 Therefore, I’m pleased to share that Mrs Buchanan 
will become the school’s Deputy Headteacher from 
September 2025. Just to reassure you all, she will 
continue her role of SENDCo alongside carrying out her 
duties as Deputy Headteacher.  
 
 In baby news, Mrs Mardle will return to us after her 
maternity leave in September on a part-time basis. Mrs 
Hales (who got married over half term) will remain 
with us until the end of September before she leaves 
to go on maternity leave. Mrs White, who was 
covering for Mrs Mardle for the academic year, will 
also be leaving us on 18th July to have her baby. With 
all the above, we were in need of recruiting a new 
temporary teacher for the year to cover Mrs Hales 
while on maternity.  

 
 We are excited to share that Miss Wicks will be joining 
the school from the beginning of September and will 
also be at school for all three transition (move up) days 
in June so she can spend lots of time with her new 
class.  
 
 With the part-time return of Mrs Mardle, we had a 
position available for a part-time teacher. With our 
ongoing exploration of managing the school’s financial 
challenges whilst maintaining the quality of education 
you’ve come to expect at Buxton, we offered our 
HLTAs (Higher Level Teaching Assistants) the 
opportunity to become a Trainee Teacher. This 
opportunity came fully funded under the Degree 
Apprenticeship scheme. I am pleased to share that Mrs 
Harker-Smith will be part of the teaching team from 
September, working alongside Mrs Buchanan. 
 
 Finally, we now have all the processes complete, and 
information gathered to make decisions about classes 
from September. 
 
Sea Turtles (reception)  Mrs Poynton 
Leopards (Y1) Miss Wicks 
Tigers (Y2) Mr Beale 
Elephants (Y3) Mrs Miller 
Rhinos (Y4) Mrs Mardle, Mrs Buchanan  
  & Mrs Harker-Smith 
Gorillas (Y5) Mrs Smith  (Miss Worsley’s  

  married name) 
Orangutans (Y6) Mrs Manners 
 
 You will see within this newsletter some information 
around our move up (transition) days coming soon 
where your child will get a chance to spend time in 
their new classes.  
 
 As usual, please do not hesitate to get in contact 
should you have any queries or concerns in the usual 
way. Thank you. 

                                                                    Mrs Stops        
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Move up days 
 
 This year the school’s transition days will be on 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 25th, 26th and 27th 
June. Your child will spend these days in their new 
classrooms with their teachers for September. Your 
child may need to enter the school through a different 
entrance on these days as follows: 
 
 New Leopards (Y1, who are currently Sea Turtles) will 
not come into reception, they will use the door directly 
opposite the KS1 playground gate, along with new 
Tigers (Y2, who are currently Y1). 
 
 Elephants (Y3, who are currently Y2) will use the Y3 
classroom door. From September, Elephants will walk 
themselves up the driveway to the classroom door, 
however we understand if parents may want to 
support children for these three days being transition 
sessions. Feel free to send them off independently, 
there will be adults around to support. 
 
 Rhinos (Y4, who are currently Y3) will walk around the 
top, going through the top gate independently, round 
the back of school and into the side external door 
which is directly opposite the classroom door. There 
will be adults on hand to support. 
 
 Gorillas (Y5, who are currently Y4) will come in 
through the electric doors at the top of the school 
instead of walking around to the side door entrance. 
 
 And finally, Orangutans (Y6, who are currently Y5) will 
come in through their classroom door. 
 
 Our current Year 6 children who are going onto 
Aylsham High School in September will spend three 
days at their new school learning the ropes.  
 
 It’s always such an exciting three days. However, we 
recognise that for some children, transition is a 
particularly difficult process. Mrs Buchanan will be 
supporting our children who we know may need extra 
guidance. If you are concerned about your child having 
a successful three days, please do get in contact with  
 

Mrs Buchanan well in advance of these days so that 
support can be put in place where needed.  
 

Sports Day 
 
 As per our previous newsletter, sports day will soon be 
upon us on Friday 20th June. We have our fingers 
crossed for good weather, but also have 27th June 
pencilled in as back up if needed.  
 
 The kitchen is preparing to serve take away food 
(either snack packs or hot dogs & chips in a takeaway 
bag). If the event is called off due to weather, we will 
continue to serve this offering on the day and those 
that were going to have a picnic with families will need 
to bring in a packed lunch. We will, of course, give 
advance notice of any cancellation (this will be at least 
the day before the event). Fingers crossed for a good 
weather day!  
 
 KS2 Swimming sessions run on a Friday morning and 
on sports day the children will be attending an earlier 
slot, so that they do not miss out on sports day events.  
 
 Looking forward to seeing you all there! 
 

Lunches ordering 
 

 Just a reminder to please order lunches by the end of 
the day on the Thursday prior to the next week. This 
will include for events such as sports day. This new 
system is enabling us to minimise food waste and 
increase efficiency in the kitchen and processes in the 
office. Thank you for your ongoing support with this.  
 

KS2 Show 
 

 The KS2 show practises are underway and the singing 
is sounding incredible! Costume information will be 
coming out to you by the end of this week so that you 
have time to organise what is needed. As always, we 
aim to keep this simple and linked to things you are 
likely to have at home already. If there’s something 
you need that you are finding it difficult to get hold of, 
please speak with your class teacher. Thank you. 
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RAINBOW RAFFLE Summer Fayre  
NON-UNIFORM day 

 
 Just a reminder that Friday 11th July is non uniform day 
for rainbow raffle prizes and tombola prizes.  
 
 Each year group has been allocated a colour. We ask 
that each child bring in an item of that colour that can 
be included in their class hamper. It would be great to 
see the children wearing an item of clothing in their 
year group colour too. You can then win these 
hampers in the raffle at the Summer Fayre. 
 

Sea Turtles (Rec): Red 
Leopards (Y1): Orange 

Tigers (Y2): Yellow 
Elephants (Y3): Green 

Rhinos (Y4): Blue 
Gorillas (Y5): Indigo (dark blue / dark purple) 
Orangutans (Y6): Pink / Violet (light purple) 

 
 Raffle tickets came home yesterday. Please send cash 
to school for the raffle tickets you have been given if 
you wish to buy them. It is in cash as this money goes 
to the PTFA. Please also sell these to friends and family 
if you can – the raffle was very popular last year and 
the hampers were amazing! If you don’t want your 
tickets, please send these back to school so we can sell 
them on to others. Thank you. 
 

Year 6 Leaver Events – CHANGE of dates 
 

 There has been a change for Year 6 final assemblies. 
We will have an extra Samba Assembly on Thursday 
17th July at 9am – the children will get to share the 
incredible Samba skills they have developed during 
their KS2 music education. This may well take place 
outside (if the weather is nice), if so, we will direct you 
to enter the top playground via the top gate.  
Their official Leaver’s Assembly (the one you need to 
bring your tissues for!) will be on Monday 21st July at 
9am (this is the day before the last day). 
 
 On the last day of term, Tuesday 22nd July, as every 
year, we will have a farewell down the driveway for 
our Year 6 children. This means Y6 only will leave 

school at 3:05/3:10pm so that we can line the 
driveway, musical instruments in hand, to wish them 
well for the last walk down the drive out of school as a 
primary school child (again, tissues are a likely 
requirement!).  
 

Dates for your diary: 

Half Term 26.5.25 – 30.5.25 

Weds 11th June 9am Y6 Whitwell Assembly 

ENRICHMENT 

Tue 17th June Y3 trip – Broads Tours 

Weds 18th June Y5 trip – Hautbois 

Cricket workshop sessions  

Fri 20th June Sports Day 

Sat 21st June TACT (Families) Aylsham High School 
Family Learning Day 

Mon 23rd June Y6 (selected) Football tournament at 
AHS (part of transition) 

Tues 24th June Reception trip – Holt Country Park 

Weds 25th – Fri 
27th June 

Move up days (transition to new 
classes for 3 days) 

Fri 27th June Reserve Sports Day 

Mon 30th June Y6 (selected) Netball tournament at 
AHS (part of transition) 

Weds 2nd July ENRICHMENT  

Thurs 3rd July Selected Y1/2/3 Athletics Event at 
Bure Valley 

Weds 9th July KS2 show day – afternoon and 
evening performances 

Fri 11th July Rainbow Raffle Non-Uniform Day 
(please bring in item of appropriate 
colour for class hamper) 

Mon 14th July Headteacher’s Awards Assembly – 
parents invited will be notified  

Tues 15th July Y2 trip to Gressenhall 

Weds 16th July ENRICHMENT 

Thurs 17th July 9am Y6 SAMBA Assembly 

Fri 18th July Summer Fayre 5-7pm (all welcome – 
including new reception families) 

Mon 21st July 9am Y6 LEAVER’S Assembly 

Tues 22nd July LAST DAY OF THE YEAR – ‘Beach Day’ 
(Non Uniform, activities across the 
day) 

3:05-3:10pm Year 6 farewell down 
the drive 
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For admin enquiries (ParentPay, school bus, 
medication, information), please contact: 

admin@buxton.norfolk.sch.uk  
For club enquiries please use: 
clubs@buxton.norfolk.sch.uk  
For ALL bus information please 
use: bus@buxton.norfolk.sch.uk 

Emma 
School Secretary 

 

For business enquiries (finance, operational, HR, 
health & safety) please contact: 

office@buxton.norfolk.sch.uk  Kelly 
School Business 
Manager 
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